
 

 

 
 

 
 

Headteacher: Mrs J Cooper 
North End Avenue 

North End 
Portsmouth 

PO2 8NW 
Tel: (023) 9266 1192 
Fax: (023) 9266 6937 

JC/jfh 
16 March 2020 

Dear Parents 

COVID19 

In light of updated government guidance, I am writing to clarify the school’s position.  

As you will no doubt have seen, UK Government advice has changed in respect of 
when members of the community should not be attending school. Pupils should stay 
away from school for 7 days if they have either: 

•       a high temperature (37.8°C or more)  
•       a new continuous cough  

We thank parents for their support and understanding in this matter as we try to 
protect all members of our community, and ask that you advise us of all absence by 
ringing the school office. Please ensure that the school has your up to date phone 
number in order that we can communicate with you.  

Please note that those with the above symptoms are advised not to go to a GP 
surgery, pharmacy or hospital, and they do not need to contact NHS 111. Further, 
the government have stated that the NHS will not be testing people who are self-
isolating with mild symptoms. 

We have also taken the decision to greet all the children at the classroom or 
class exit doors in order to avoid unnecessary large numbers of people in a 
confined space.  

For clarity, where pupils are required to remain at home, I also include Public Health 
England’s new guidance for those self-isolating because they have symptoms of the 
virus: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-
guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-
covid-19-infection 

As per Government advice, we remain open to pupils although we have made 
significant preparations in support of continuity in teaching and learning should it be 
necessary to close.  Thank you for your ongoing support at this difficult time.  If you 
have any concerns for the health of your children, or if you have a concern about a 
scheduled event, please do not hesitate to contact me and I will reply to you as 
soon as I am able. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs J Cooper  
Headteacher 
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