
 

 

Early Years 

“Children get off to a flying start in Reception. Staff provide children with 
exciting learning opportunities and tailor them to their individual next steps 
and interests. They help children to develop good independence skills”….. 
Ofsted Report 2018  
 

 
Children develop quickly in the early years, and early 
years practitioners aim to do all they can to help 
children have the best possible start in life. 
 
Your child’s time in Early Years is a very important 
stage in their education, as it aims to ready them for 
school as well as preparing them for their future 
learning and successes. The Early Years Framework 
is designed to ensure your child’s first year at school 
is happy, active, exciting, fun and secure; and 
supports their development, care and learning needs.  
 

Children in the EYFS learn through key Characteristic 
of Effective Learning. These characteristics explore 
the ways in which the child engages with other people 
and their environment – playing and exploring, 

active learning, and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning and 
development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and 
motivated learner.  
 
Aims 
In Early Years, your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through seven areas of learning and 
development.  
Children should mostly develop the three prime areas first. These are:  
 

• Communication and language;  

• Physical development; and  
 

• Personal, social and emotional development.  
 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development 
and future learning.  
 
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in four specific 
areas. These are:  
 



• Literacy;  

• Mathematics;  

• Understanding the world; and  

• Expressive arts and design.  
 

These seven areas are used to plan your child’s 

learning and activities. The Early Years team, teaching 

and supporting your child, will make sure that the 

activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. This 

is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and secondary 

schools, but is suitable for very young children, and it is 

designed to be flexible so that staff can follow your 

child's unique needs and interests. 

 

 

 

 

Area of Learning  

Communication and Language 

Pupils will be taught to  

• Listen attentively in a range of situations and respond with relevant 

comments, questions or actions.  

• Follow instructions and develop the skills to ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions. 

• Express themselves effectively and develop their own narratives and 

explanations.  

Physical Development  

Pupils will be taught to  

• Handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

• Develop their control and coordination in large and small movements.  

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs including dressing and 

going to the toilet independently.  

• Talk about the importance for good health and exercise, and a healthy diet. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  



Pupils will be taught to  

• Play co-operatively, taking turns with others. 

• Form positive relationships with adults and other children.  

• Build their confidence enabling them to speak in a familiar group about their 

ideas.  

• Talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and other 

behaviour, and its consequences.  

• Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules.  

Literacy  

Pupils will be taught to  

• Read and understand simple sentences.  

• Use their phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud.  

• Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 

read.  

• Use their phonic knowledge to write words. 

• Write simple sentences. 

• Correctly spell words and write others that are phonetically plausible.  

Maths  

Pupils will be taught to  

• Count from one to 20, place numbers in order and say which is one more or 

one less.  

• Add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the 

answer.  

• Solve problems including doubling, halving and sharing.  

• Talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money.  

• Recognise, create and describe pattern.  

• Use mathematical language to explore everyday objects.  

Understanding the World  

Pupils will be taught to  

• Discuss past and present events in their own lives.  

• Understand similarities and differences between themselves and others and 

among families and traditions.  

• Make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, 

and talk about changes.  

• Observe and talk about their environment.  

• Select and use technology for particular purposes.  



Expressive Arts and Design  

Pupils will be taught to  

• Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of change 

them.  

• Safely use and explore materials, tools and techniques.  

• Experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function.  

• Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 

technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.  

 


